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LONG LONGDISTANCEWALKERS
ASSOCIATION

SOUTHWALESGROUP

MINUTESOFTHEANNUALGENERALMEETING
HELDONSATURDAY,7NOVEMBER2009

(Venue: CwmcarnForestDriveVisitorCentre)

1.Present:-
GeorgeBaugh,JohnCunnane,DanHadfield,AlunJones&ElizabethHig-
gins,GerryJackson,CherylLlewellyn,GwynMatthews,DavidMorgan,Sue
Neal,Ron&EileenShackell,BobSmith,RobertSmith,RobWilkinson,
DaveWilliams,MalcolmWinney.

2.ApologiesForAbsence:-
SharonBodman,CarolElcock,PhilBristow,RosemaryJackson,MikeJames,
WendyWinney.

3.MinutesOfLastYear’sAGM:-
The 2008 Minutes were sent to those named in them on 3 November 2008,
andtheywereputonourwebsite. Nocommentshavebeenreceivedsoit
wasagreedthattheminutesshouldbeadoptedwithoutalteration.

4.Chairman’sReport:-

TheweatherfortheCaerphillySummitsChallengewasbetterthisyear
andtheeventwentverywell. Complimentarycommentshadbeenmade
aboutthenewvenueandthecompletelynewroutes.
There were 87 Advance entries + 49 EOTD = 136 (135 for 2008). 38 en-
teredthe12mile,42the23mile,and56the32mileroute.
WehadmorethanenoughMarshalsthisyear;theirhelpwasverymuchap-
preciated.

5.Secretary’sReport:-
Manythankstothosewhohaveledwalks,andtothosewhohavesupported
thesocialwalksprogrammewhichisthelife-bloodoflocalLDWAgroups.
Thereare25walksinthe2009programme,andtheaverageattendanceso
faris10.4whichisawelcomeimprovementonthe6.9for2006(7.9for
2007and9.8for2008).
Duringtheyearto31October2009wehad11newmembersbut21people
didn’trenewtheirmembership. Thenumberofmembersatpresentis125,
comparedwith135at31Oct2008.
Welcominglettershavebeensenttonewmembersbuttheresponsehas
beenpooranditisn’tworthcontinuingthispractice.

6.Treasurer’sReport:-
CopiesoftheJuly2009CaerphillySummitsChallengeaccounts,andthe
Groupaccountsfortheyearended30September2009weredistributed.
TherewasaprofitontheCaerphillySummitsof£261comparedwitha
profitof£75lastyear. Theimprovementwasduetothelowercostof
hiringMachenVillageHallfor£80comparedwiththe£280paidlastyear
forTongwynlaisPrimarySchool.
TheoverallGroupprofitfortheyearis£126comparedwithaprofitof
£80lastyear.
In2008wemadeadonationof£100totheAirAmbulanceTrustandin
2007wegave£100totheCentralBreconBeaconsMountainRescueTeam.
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Itwasagreedthatthisyearwewouldmakeadonationof£100tothe
CoedCraigRuperraConservationTrustwhichhadallowedustousetheir
non-publicfootpathsandtosetupaCaerphillySummitscheckpointon
theirland.

7.SouthWalesGroupWebSite:-
Therehadbeen10,383visitorstothesiteby4November2009whichis
anincreaseof3,067sincelastyear’sAGM. Around60peopleaweek
visitthesitewhichisclearlynowthemainsourceofinformationfor
membersandpotentialmembers.
The18earlyLDWANewslettersandthefirst2Stridershavebeenput
ontothesitetogetherwithOSmapsshowingtherouteoftheTaithTor-
faenanytimechallengewalk. ThereisalsoalinktoAlun’ssitecon-
tainingphotographstakenonsocialwalks.

8. Insurance/AccidentBook:-
AllmembersarecoveredbytheLDWA’sthirdpartyinsurancepolicy.
Non-membersareonlycoveredfortheirfirst3walksatwhichpointwe
expectthemtojointheLDWA.
Fortunately,therehasbeennoneedtomakeanentryintheAccident
Bookduringthelast12months.

9.ElectionOfOfficers
GroupOfficers:-

9.1GroupSecretaryandWalksSecretary
IntheAgendapublishedonthewebsiteinApril,Daveexplainedthathe
hadenjoyeddoingtheGroupSecretary’sandtheWalkSecretary’sjobfor
thelast4years,andbeforethathadenjoyeddoingtheTreasurer’sjob
for5years;andhadalsoenjoyedbeinginvolvedintheplanningandor-
ganisationoftheCaerphillySummitsChallengeoverthat9yearperiod.
Buthewasbeginningtoloseinterestincommitteeworksohaddecided
nottoputhisnameforwardforre-election. Hewillcontinuetosup-
portthesocialwalksprogramme,toleadwalksandtohelptomarshal
theCaerphillySummitsontheday;buthedoesnotwishtoholdanycom-
mitteepost.

WalksSecretary
AlunhasagreedtoputhisnameforwardforthejobofWalksSecretary
andhewaselected.

GroupSecretary
WithouttheWalksSecretaryandtheCaerphillySummitseventorganiser’s
work,theGroupSecretarỳsjobinvolves:beingthefocalpointofcon-
tactwiththeLDWA,maintainingtheAccidentBook,arrangingtheAGMand
preparingtheAgendaandtheMinutes,maintainingtheGroupMembership
List.
Johnsaidthathewaswillingtodothisjobfora2yearperiodandhe
waselected.

9.2Treasurer:-
Malcolmhasalsodecidednottoputhisnameforwardforre-electionand
hewasthankedfortheworkhehasdonefortheGroupoverthelastdec-
ade.
GwynhasagreedtoputhisnameforwardforthejobofTreasurerandhe
waselected.

9.3Chairman:-
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JohnsaidhewaswillingtocontinuetobeChairmaninadditiontohis
newjobofGroupSecretaryandhewaselectedjointChairman/GroupSe-
cretary.

9.4WebSiteManager
Gerryagreedtocontinuetoholdthispostandhewasre-elected.

9.5CommitteeMembers:-
Wendyhasdecidednottoputhernameforwardforre-electionandshe
wasthankedfortheworkshehasdonefortheGroupoverthelastdec-
ade.

Georgeagreedtocontinueasacommitteememberandhewaselected.

CaerphillySummitsOfficers:-

9.6CaerphillySummitsEventCaterer:-
GwynagreedtotakeoverthisworkfromMalcolm.

9.7CaerphillySummitsEntriesSecretary:-
Johnagreedtocontinuetodothiswork.

9.8CaerphillySummitsEventOrganiser:-
Thisyear’seventinvolvedDaveinalotofworkbecauseoftheneedto
findanewvenue,todesignnewroutesandwritethedescriptions,to
obtainpermissionsfromvariousbodies,etc,etc. Buteverythinghas
nowbeenestablishedandtheamountofworkrequiredfornextyear’s
eventwillbegreatlyreduced. Thejobcouldeasilybedividedand
sharedby2or3peopleaswassuggestedbythescheduleattachedtothe
e-mailsenttomemberson13October2009. Ifnobodyispreparedto
takeonthisjob,therewillbenoCaerphillySummitsChallengenext
year.

Therewassomediscussionoverthefutureandformatoftheeventand
thefollowingpeopleagreedtoformaCaerphillySummitscommitteeto
meetsoontodecide:howthedutiesaretobeshared,whatformthe
eventshouldtakeforits20th anniversaryin2010,inwhatmonthit
shouldbeheld,whattheroutesshouldbe,etc,etc.
GeorgeBaugh,JohnCunnane,AlunJones,GwynMatthews,DavidMorgan,Rob
Wilkinson,MalcolmWinney.

10.AnyOtherBusiness:-
HughWoodfordhadprovidednotesfromtheNeathPortTalbotCouncil
aboutcattleattacks,andtherewasalsoanarticleonthissubjectin
theautumneditionoftheCardiffRamblers“WalkTalk”pamphlet,details
ofwhichwerereadout. Basically,themessageistakecareespecially
ifyouhaveadogwithyou. Horsescanalsobefriskysotakethesame
carewiththem.

CongratulationstoJohnonachievinghis10Hundredsbadge.

Carl’sReservoirRoundaboutwillbeheldonSaturday,9January2010.

DavewasthankedfortheworkhehaddonefortheGroup.

DaveWilliams




