LONG

LONG DISTANCE WALKERS
ASSOCIATION
SOUTH WALES GROUP
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
HELD ON SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2009
(Venue: Cwmcarn Forest Drive Visitor Centre)

1. Present:George Baugh, John Cunnane, Dan Hadfield, Alun Jones & Elizabeth Higgins, Gerry Jackson, Cheryl Llewellyn, Gwyn Matthews, David Morgan, Sue
Neal, Ron & Eileen Shackell, Bob Smith, Robert Smith, Rob Wilkinson,
Dave Williams, Malcolm Winney.
2. Apologies For Absence:Sharon Bodman, Carol Elcock, Phil Bristow, Rosemary Jackson, Mike James,
Wendy Winney.
3. Minutes Of Last Year’s AGM :The 2008 Minutes were sent to those named in them on 3 November 2008,
and they were put on our web site. No comments have been received so it
was agreed that the minutes should be adopted without alteration.
4. Chairman’s Report :The weather for the Caerphilly Summits Challenge was better this year
and the event went very well. Complimentary comments had been made
about the new venue and the completely new routes.
There were 87 Advance entries + 49 EOTD = 136 (135 for 2008). 38 entered the 12 mile, 42 the 23 mile, and 56 the 32 mile route.
We had more than enough Marshals this year; their help was very much appreciated.
5. Secretary’s Report:Many thanks to those who have led walks, and to those who have supported
the social walks programme which is the life-blood of local LDWA groups.
There are 25 walks in the 2009 programme, and the average attendance so
far is 10.4 which is a welcome improvement on the 6.9 for 2006 (7.9 for
2007 and 9.8 for 2008).
During the year to 31 October 2009 we had 11 new members but 21 people
didn’t renew their membership. The number of members at present is 125,
compared with 135 at 31 Oct 2008.
Welcoming letters have been sent to new members but the response has
been poor and it isn’t worth continuing this practice.
6. Treasurer’s Report:Copies of the July 2009 Caerphilly Summits Challenge accounts, and the
Group accounts for the year ended 30 September 2009 were distributed.
There was a profit on the Caerphilly Summits of £261 compared with a
profit of £75 last year. The improvement was due to the lower cost of
hiring Machen Village Hall for £80 compared with the £280 paid last year
for Tongwynlais Primary School.
The overall Group profit for the year is £126 compared with a profit of
£80 last year.
In 2008 we made a donation of £100 to the Air Ambulance Trust and in
2007 we gave £100 to the Central Brecon Beacons Mountain Rescue Team.
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It was agreed that this year we would make a donation of £100 to the
Coed Craig Ruperra Conservation Trust which had allowed us to use their
non-public footpaths and to set up a Caerphilly Summits checkpoint on
their land.
7. South Wales Group Web Site:There had been 10,383 visitors to the site by 4 November 2009 which is
an increase of 3,067 since last year’s AGM. Around 60 people a week
visit the site which is clearly now the main source of information for
members and potential members.
The 18 early LDWA Newsletters and the first 2 Striders have been put
onto the site together with OS maps showing the route of the Taith Torfaen anytime challenge walk. There is also a link to Alun’s site containing photographs taken on social walks.
8. Insurance/Accident Book:All members are covered by the LDWA’s third party insurance policy.
Non-members are only covered for their first 3 walks at which point we
expect them to join the LDWA.
Fortunately, there has been no need to make an entry in the Accident
Book during the last 12 months.
9. Election Of Officers
Group Officers:9.1 Group Secretary and Walks Secretary
In the Agenda published on the web site in April, Dave explained that he
had enjoyed doing the Group Secretary’s and the Walk Secretary’s job for
the last 4 years, and before that had enjoyed doing the Treasurer’s job
for 5 years; and had also enjoyed being involved in the planning and organisation of the Caerphilly Summits Challenge over that 9 year period.
But he was beginning to lose interest in committee work so had decided
not to put his name forward for re-election. He will continue to support the social walks programme, to lead walks and to help to marshal
the Caerphilly Summits on the day; but he does not wish to hold any committee post.
Walks Secretary
Alun has agreed to put his name forward for the job of Walks Secretary
and he was elected.
Group Secretary
Without the Walks Secretary and the Caerphilly Summits event organiser’s
work, the Group Secretary`s job involves: being the focal point of contact with the LDWA, maintaining the Accident Book, arranging the AGM and
preparing the Agenda and the Minutes, maintaining the Group Membership
List.
John said that he was willing to do this job for a 2 year period and he
was elected.
9.2 Treasurer:Malcolm has also decided not to put his name forward for re-election and
he was thanked for the work he has done for the Group over the last decade.
Gwyn has agreed to put his name forward for the job of Treasurer and he
was elected.
9.3 Chairman:-
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John said he was willing to continue to be Chairman in addition to his
new job of Group Secretary and he was elected joint Chairman/Group Secretary.
9.4 Web Site Manager
Gerry agreed to continue to hold this post and he was re-elected.
9.5 Committee Members:Wendy has decided not to put her name forward for re-election and she
was thanked for the work she has done for the Group over the last decade.
George agreed to continue as a committee member and he was elected.
Caerphilly Summits Officers:9.6 Caerphilly Summits Event Caterer:Gwyn agreed to take over this work from Malcolm.
9.7 Caerphilly Summits Entries Secretary:John agreed to continue to do this work.
9.8 Caerphilly Summits Event Organiser:This year’s event involved Dave in a lot of work because of the need to
find a new venue, to design new routes and write the descriptions, to
obtain permissions from various bodies, etc, etc. But everything has
now been established and the amount of work required for next year’s
event will be greatly reduced. The job could easily be divided and
shared by 2 or 3 people as was suggested by the schedule attached to the
e-mail sent to members on 13 October 2009. If nobody is prepared to
take on this job, there will be no Caerphilly Summits Challenge next
year.
There was some discussion over the future and format of the event and
the following people agreed to form a Caerphilly Summits committee to
meet soon to decide: how the duties are to be shared, what form the
event should take for its 20th anniversary in 2010, in what month it
should be held, what the routes should be, etc, etc.
George Baugh, John Cunnane, Alun Jones, Gwyn Matthews, David Morgan, Rob
Wilkinson, Malcolm Winney.
10. Any Other Business:Hugh Woodford had provided notes from the Neath Port Talbot Council
about cattle attacks, and there was also an article on this subject in
the autumn edition of the Cardiff Ramblers “Walk Talk” pamphlet, details
of which were read out. Basically, the message is take care especially
if you have a dog with you. Horses can also be frisky so take the same
care with them.
Congratulations to John on achieving his 10 Hundreds badge.
Carl’s Reservoir Roundabout will be held on Saturday, 9 January 2010.
Dave was thanked for the work he had done for the Group.
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