LONG DI STANCE WALKERS
ASSQOCI ATl ON
w SQUTH WALES GROUP

M NUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETI NG
HELD ON SATURDAY, 7 NOVEMBER 2009

(Venue: Owntarn Forest Drive Visitor Centre)

1. Present: -

CGeor ge Baugh, John Cunnane, Dan Hadfield, Al un Jones & Elizabeth Hi g-
gins, Gerry Jackson, Cheryl Llewellyn, Gwn Mtthews, David Myrgan, Sue
Neal, Ron & Eil een Shackell, Bob Smth, Robert Smth, Rob W] ki nson,
Dave WIlians, Ml col m W nney.

2. Apol ogi es For Absence: -
Sharon Bodman, Carol Elcock, Phil Bristow, Rosemary Jackson, M ke Janes,
Wendy W nney.

3. Mnutes O Last Year’'s AGM: -

The 2008 M nutes were sent to those nanmed in them on 3 Novenber 2008
and they were put on our web site. No coments have been received so it
was agreed that the mnutes should be adopted w thout alteration

4. Chairman’s Report : -

The weat her for the Caerphilly Summts Challenge was better this year
and the event went very well. Conplinmentary comrents had been made
about the new venue and the conpletely new routes.

There were 87 Advance entries + 49 EOID = 136 (135 for 2008). 38 en-
tered the 12 nile, 42 the 23 mile, and 56 the 32 nile route.

We had nore than enough Marshals this year; their help was very much ap-
preci at ed.

5. Secretary’s Report:-

Many thanks to those who have | ed wal ks, and to those who have supported
the social wal ks programme which is the life-blood of | ocal LDWA groups.
There are 25 wal ks in the 2009 progranme, and the average attendance so
far is 10.4 which is a welcone inprovenent on the 6.9 for 2006 (7.9 for
2007 and 9.8 for 2008).

During the year to 31 COctober 2009 we had 11 new nenbers but 21 people
didn’t renew their nenbership. The nunber of menbers at present is 125,
conpared with 135 at 31 Cct 2008.

Wel conming |l etters have been sent to new nenbers but the response has
been poor and it isn't worth continuing this practice.

6. Treasurer’s Report:-

Copi es of the July 2009 Caerphilly Sumrits Chall enge accounts, and the
Group accounts for the year ended 30 Septenber 2009 were distributed.
There was a profit on the Caerphilly Sunmts of £261 conpared with a
profit of £75 last year. The inprovenment was due to the | ower cost of
hiring Machen Village Hall for £80 conmpared with the £280 paid | ast year
for Tongwynlais Primry School

The overall Goup profit for the year is £126 conpared with a profit of
£80 | ast year

In 2008 we nade a donation of £100 to the Air Anbul ance Trust and in
2007 we gave £100 to the Central Brecon Beacons Muntain Rescue Team
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It was agreed that this year we woul d make a donation of £100 to the
Coed Craig Ruperra Conservation Trust which had allowed us to use their
non- public footpaths and to set up a Caerphilly Sumits checkpoint on
their Iand.

7. South Wales G oup Wb Site: -

There had been 10,383 visitors to the site by 4 Novenber 2009 which is
an i ncrease of 3,067 since last year’s AGM Around 60 people a week
visit the site which is clearly now the main source of information for
nmenbers and potential nenbers.

The 18 early LDWA Newsletters and the first 2 Striders have been put
onto the site together with OS naps showing the route of the Taith Tor-
faen anytinme challenge walk. There is also a link to Alun’s site con-
tai ni ng phot ographs taken on social wal ks.

8. lInsurance/ Acci dent Book: -

Al'l menbers are covered by the LDWA's third party insurance policy.
Non- menbers are only covered for their first 3 wal ks at which point we
expect themto join the LDWA

Fortunately, there has been no need to make an entry in the Accident
Book during the last 12 nonths.

9. Election & Oficers
Goup Oficers: -

9.1 G oup Secretary and Wal ks Secretary

In the Agenda published on the web site in April, Dave expl ained that he
had enjoyed doing the Group Secretary’s and the Walk Secretary’s job for
the last 4 years, and before that had enjoyed doing the Treasurer’s job
for 5 years; and had al so enjoyed being involved in the planning and or-
gani sation of the Caerphilly Sunmts Chall enge over that 9 year period.
But he was beginning to lose interest in commnittee work so had deci ded
not to put his nane forward for re-election. He will continue to sup-
port the social wal ks programme, to | ead wal ks and to help to marshal
the Caerphilly Summts on the day; but he does not wish to hold any com
nmttee post.

WAl ks Secretary
Al un has agreed to put his nanme forward for the job of Wil ks Secretary
and he was el ect ed.

G oup Secretary

Wthout the Wal ks Secretary and the Caerphilly Sunmits event organiser’s
work, the Group Secretary' s job involves: being the focal point of con-
tact wth the LDWA, naintaining the Accident Book, arranging the AGM and
preparing the Agenda and the M nutes, maintaining the G oup Menbership
Li st.

John said that he was willing to do this job for a 2 year period and he
was el ect ed.

9.2 Treasurer:-

Mal col m has al so decided not to put his name forward for re-election and
he was thanked for the work he has done for the G oup over the |ast dec-
ade.

Gwn has agreed to put his nane forward for the job of Treasurer and he
was el ected.

9.3 Chairman: -




John said he was willing to continue to be Chairman in addition to his
new job of Group Secretary and he was el ected joint Chairnmn/ G oup Se-
cretary.

9.4 Wb Site Manager
Gerry agreed to continue to hold this post and he was re-el ected.

9.5 Conmittee Menbers: -

Wendy has decided not to put her name forward for re-election and she
was thanked for the work she has done for the Group over the |ast dec-
ade.

George agreed to continue as a conmittee nmenber and he was el ect ed.

Caerphilly Summits Oficers:-

9.6 Caerphilly Sunmts Event Caterer:-
Gwn agreed to take over this work from Mal col m

9.7 Caerphilly Summits Entries Secretary: -
John agreed to continue to do this work.

9.8 Caerphilly Summts Event Organiser:-

This year’s event involved Dave in a |ot of work because of the need to
find a new venue, to design new routes and wite the descriptions, to
obtai n pernissions fromvarious bodies, etc, etc. But everything has
now been established and the amount of work required for next year’s

event will be greatly reduced. The job could easily be divided and
shared by 2 or 3 people as was suggested by the schedule attached to the
e-mail sent to menmbers on 13 Cctober 2009. |[If nobody is prepared to
take on this job, there will be no Caerphilly Sumrits Chall enge next
year.

There was some di scussion over the future and format of the event and
the followi ng people agreed to forma Caerphilly Sumrmits conmttee to
nmeet soon to decide: how the duties are to be shared, what formthe
event should take for its 20'h anniversary in 2010, in what nonth it
shoul d be held, what the routes should be, etc, etc.

Geor ge Baugh, John Cunnane, Al un Jones, Gwn Matthews, David Mrgan, Rob
W ki nson, Mal col m W nney.

10. Any O her Business: -

Hugh Wbodf ord had provi ded notes fromthe Neath Port Tal bot Counci

about cattle attacks, and there was also an article on this subject in
the autum edition of the Cardiff Ranblers “Walk Tal k” panphlet, details
of which were read out. Basically, the nmessage is take care especially
if you have a dog with you. Horses can also be frisky so take the sane
care with them

Congratul ations to John on achieving his 10 Hundreds badge.
Carl’s Reservoir Roundabout will be held on Saturday, 9 January 2010.

Dave was thanked for the work he had done for the G oup

Dave Williams





