Offa’s Twisted Wye Kanter
Sunday 27th January 2019
17.3 mile route description
This route description is designed to be used in conjunction with a map & compass.


Key:

T JCN – T Junction,   TR – Turn Right,   TL – Turn Left,   BR – Bear Right,   BL – Bear Left,   
SO – Straight On,   Road – RD,   Track – TK,   X – Cross,   FB – Footbridge,   ST – Stile,   
LMG – Large Metal Gate,   LWG – Large Wooden Gate   SWG – Small Wooden Gate,   
KGT – Kissing Gate,   MCB – Magnetic Compass Bearing,   FLD – Field,   YDS – Yards,   
LHS – Left Hand Side,   RHS – Right Hand Side,   FPS – Footpath Sign,   WMS – Waymarker Sign,  ODP (Offa’s Dyke Path)  WVW (Wye Valley Walk)  GW (Gloucestershire Way)
1. Leave hall & TR to reach RD. X to pavement opposite & TL thru arch. TR Immed & follow RH pavement. After 0.6 ml & Immed after The Cloisters BR off pavement & pass thru wall into woodland. After 120 YDS at path JCN, BR. Remain on main path & after 350 YDS arrive at sign on tree:

CLUE A (ST 52625 94852)

2. SO to reach 2 LWGs & KGT. Thru & remain on main TK. After 560 YDS as TK bends to L, SO leaving TK towards ruined Piercefield House (20°). On approaching house BL uphill towards house & fence in front. Follow fence line keeping it on LHS to reach ST. X & follow path downhill to reach path T JCN & TL. (Now on WVW) After 0.4 ml arrive at path fork (WMS) (ST 52452 96230) & BL uphill (now left WVW). At top of steps ignore ST in fence. Follow path & after 0.4 ml arrive at two very large stone gate posts. (DO NOT PASS THRU TO ROAD. VERY DANGEROUS ROAD WITH NO FOOTWAY OR VERGE) TL to reach KGT. Thru & SO downhill following stone wall on RHS to reach KGT next to LMG. Thru & SO across wide tarmac area & 15 YDS before RD arrive at 2 white signs:
CLUE B (ST 52023 96701)
3. SO to RD (A466). X RD VERY CAREFULLY to pavement opposite & TL. Reach RD JCN & TR. X to pavement opposite & TR. At Church Lane TL to reach St Arvans Parish Church & notice board:
CLUE C (ST 51668 96504)
4. Follow RD as it BR to rear of church to reach RD T JCN & TL. Remain on RD for 0.6 ml to reach RD JCN (FPS). TR & after 100 YDS arrive at 1st house on LHS:
CLUE D (ST 50640 96712)

5. SO uphill & as RD bends to R, SO to LMG. Thru & SO (320°) uphill to reach a wide path next to fence post (WMS). BR onto wide path & follow fence line to reach 3 SMGs (might be open). Thru & SO & after 70 YDS arrive at ST next to tree in RHS fence line. X ST & BL (0°). X stream & uphill to reach ST close to LMG. X ST & TR to reach ST in corner next to LMG. X ST & SO following RH FLD edge to reach ST. X ST & follow RH FLD edge & after 100 YDS arrive at gap in hedge with substantial fence post. BL (0°) away from hedge & X FLD to reach ST. X ST & BL (350°) to arrive at ST in corner of FLD. X ST to reach TK & TR downhill to reach RD. X VERY CAREFULLY to verge opposite & TL (FACE ONCOMING TRAFFIC). After 90 YDS ignore FPS & pivot ST on RHS. SO & after 40 YDS at 2nd FPS TR leaving RD. Along tarmac TK with building on the RHS. Immed before metal fencing, down wooden steps & TR into woods. Follow indistinct path & after 70 YDS & immed before large single boulder, BL downhill & follow path that becomes more distinct. After 70 YDS arrive at wooden post (WMS). TL downhill to reach forestry TK. X TK & SO downhill to reach 2nd forestry TK. TL & after 90 YDS arrive at green metal box:

CLUE J (ST 50620 98435)

6. SO & pass green & white metal barrier to reach wide area. BR & pass 2nd green & white metal barrier. After 60 YDS TL leaving main path & walk towards a face on a tree. Pass tree & after 140 YDS arrive at path fork. BR downhill & pass wooden barrier to reach RD (FPS). TL & after 15 YDS, TR down VERY faint path. (Path on ground does not match path on map). Downhill, eventually following a shallow valley on the RHS & after 335 YDS in total, arrive at an area with a mossy dry stone wall in front. TL uphill to reach a path T JCN (WMS). TR downhill to reach ST. X ST & SO to reach LWG next to house. Thru & SO along grass path that becomes tarmac. Arrive at RD T JCN. TR downhill. Remain on RD to arrive at RD T JCN. TL downhill & after 0.4 ml arrive at RD JCN with stone wall on LHS:
CLUE N (ST 50204 99709)
7. SO, remain on RD with stream initially on LHS passing fishing ponds for 0.5 ml to arrive at RD JCN. Ignore RD to RHS & SO & after 220 YDS arrive at RD JCN:
CLUE O (SO 50762 00405)
8. SO & after 50 YDS TL up steps in bank to reach ST. X ST & TR (initially boggy) uphill. Ignore paths to L&R to reach WMS. SO (340°) to reach broken ST. SO to reach ST next to stone building. X ST & SO thru smallholding to reach cream LMG. Thru & SO on enclosed path to reach RD.
CLUE P (SO 50311 01118)
9. From pub, X RD & climb steps to R of barn to reach KGT. Thru & follow LH FLD edge to reach KGT. Thru to reach SWG. Thru to reach TK. X TK to reach ST. X ST & BR away from LH fence (40°) to reach ST. X ST & SO to reach SWG. Thru & X 3 sets of SLIPPERY wooden boards to reach ST. X ST & TR & follow RH FLD edge to reach LMG (might be open) & abandoned ST on LHS. TL uphill following LH FLD edge to reach double ST in top LH FLD corner. X ST & TR. Uphill following RH FLD edge to reach ST. X ST & SO to LMG. Thru & BL (10°) uphill to reach ST. X ST into woodland & uphill to reach path T JCN. TL & after 10 YDS (WMS) TR. Thru woods to arrive at RD & TR. After 150 YDS arrive at FPS on RHS:
CLUE Q (SO 51208 01603)
10. Remain on RD. At RD Y JCN, BR. The RD will become a forestry TK. Remain on TK, ignoring all paths to L & R & after 0.6 ml arrive at X TKS:

CLUE R (SO 52319 00739)
11.  SO downhill to reach gate with green letterbox. SO downhill & follow small wall to reach SWG. DO NOT PASS THRU but TR (WMS) to reach path T JCN & house with mossy roof. TL down enclosed path to reach forestry TK. SO (WMS) & down enclosed path to reach TK (gates on LHS & RHS). SO (WMS) down enclosed path to reach path T JCN & TL downhill. Arrive at black wooden gate set in wall on LHS:

CLUE S (SO 52878 00222)
12. Downhill & follow path as it bends to L with wall on LHS to reach path T JCN & TR. Downhill & path becomes tarmac to reach busy RD (A466). X RD CAREFULLY towards Abbey Mill & BL on to old railway bridge. X bridge & follow path around to R. After 300 YDS TL thru wooden barrier & uphill. Thru 2nd wooden barrier to arrive at path fork with wall on LHS. BL & follow path for 0.6 ml to arrive at tarmac lane. SO & after 10 YDS arrive at:
CLUE T (SO 54022 01064)
13. TR uphill & follow TK to reach LMG (might be open). Thru & uphill to reach 2nd LMG on RHS with waymarker disc on LH gate post. Thru & uphill steeply (130°) to reach LMG & ST:

CLUE EE (SO 54480 01081)
14. X ST & after 20 YDS BL uphill passing gorse bushes (100°). Path bends to R & L & uphill steeply to reach gap in fence (new SMG in situ). Thru & BR uphill into woods to reach path T JCN & TR. (ODP) Ignore ST in LH fence line & SO to arrive at ST. 
CLUE FF (SO 54521 00888)

15. X ST & SO to arrive at X TKS. SO uphill (ODP) & follow for 0.7 ml to arrive at path JCN (FPS & WMS). SO (ODP) & after 0.4 ml arrive at:
  CLUE GG (ST 54346 99526)
16. Remain on ODP ignoring all turnings to L & R & after 1 ml arrive at TK T JCN (FPS). TL & after 0.4 ml pass thru wooden barrier to arrive at X TK (green gate on RHS). SO & remain on ODP to reach WMS:

CLUE HH (ST 55102 98227)
17. Remain on ODP ignoring all paths to L & R to reach KGT. Thru & on enclosed path to reach KGT. Thru to RD. X CAREFULLY to grass verge opposite & TR. As verge becomes pavement arrive at white fence:

CLUE II (ST 55152 97629)

18. SO on pavement & then intermittent verge (SINGLE FILE ON LHS. BE CAREFUL) to reach RD JCN. SO (SINGLE FILE ON LHS. NO VERGE. BE CAREFUL) & after 180 YDS TL (FPS) down steps to KGT. Thru & BR downhill to reach KGT. Thru & SO to KGT in hedge. Thru, SO & follow LH FLD edge to reach KGT. Follow ODP thru woods to reach KGT. Thru & follow LH FLD edge to reach stone ST. X to RD & TL. BL down Netherhope Lane. As RD bends to L, SO (ODP) downhill. When tarmac ends, SO on TK to reach KGT & LMG. Thru & follow RH FLD edge to reach Bristol Gate. Thru & immediately BL to KGT. Thru & along enclosed path to arrive at RD. SO to arrive at RD JCN (B4228). SO downhill on LH pavement to arrive at:

CLUE BB (ST 54169 95584)
19. After 50 YDS X RD CAREFULLY to green KGT. Thru & along enclosed path to reach KGT in fence line. Thru & BL & X FLD towards tree & KGT beyond. Thru to driveway. TR & at end of large wall on LHS, TL along enclosed path to reach KGT. Thru, TR & follow RH FLD edge to reach KGT. Thru & TL. After 50 YDS BR away from fence line (200°) & X FLD. Follow LH fence / hedge line & descend to reach KGT & LMG. Thru & TR. After 140 YDS when lane ends, SO towards bin & RD. X RD CAREFULLY & SO down enclosed path opposite (Ignore ODP path on LHS) to reach RD. X RD CAREFULLY to pavement opposite & X river on Wye Bridge. Follow RH pavement as it bends to R & uphill into town. When next to ‘The Five Alls’ pub, BR up narrow cobbled RD to reach war memorial. BL down steps to reach RD. X RD to pavement opposite & TR uphill. Immediately before arch & ‘Chepstow Town Council’ TL to return to Palmer Community Centre & Finish.
 (Total Distance 17.3 miles)                                                    
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